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Los Angeles Southwest College

Academic Senate

Minutes of April 14, 2009
Lecture Lab Bldg. Room 214; 12:30 – 3:00 p.m.

Members Present, Executive Committee: Alfred Reed, Jr., President; Todd Roberts, Vice President; Dr. Reggie Morris, Past President and Chair of Chairs;  Linda Larson-Singer, DAS Representative, 1; Darren Cifarelli, Secretary;  Joanna Mrava, Treasurer; Ernest Young, Faculty Senate Rep., Part-time; Hassan Elfarissi, Part-Time Faculty Representative, 1. 

Members Absent, Executive Committee: Igor Daza, Parliamentarian; Jim Hicks, DAS Representative, 2.

Members Present, Departmental and other Representatives:  Alfred Reed Jr., Behavioral and Social Science; LaShawn Brinson, Child Development; Darren Cifarelli, English; Ernest Young, Part-time Representative; Guadalupe Ramos, Math & Engineering; Carolyn Magee, Business; Pat Lewis, Arts and Humanities; Nouha Toure, Business; LaVerne McField, Learning Assistance.       

Members Absent, Departmental and other Representatives: Gabrielle Arvig, Library; Hassan Elfarissi, Natural Sciences, Health and PE; Juanita Mays, Nursing; Igor Daza, Counseling; James Hicks, CAOT; Catherine Azubuike, Nursing; Tamura Howard, Political Science.
Other Faculty Present:  Dr. L.E. Apenahier, Glenn Yoshida, Phillip Jones-Thomas, Felipe Payan, Robert Ebow, Pauline Itow, Tom Rhodes,  Allison Moore 
Members Present, Administration: None
1.  Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm by Alfred Reed, Jr., President of the Academic Senate. 

2.  Approval of Previous Minutes: 

· Minutes from March 10, 2009, were approved. 
3.  Administration Report, College Vice Presidents, Deans
· No report given.

4.  Treasurer’s Report – Joanna Mrava:
· Please pay your dues if you have not done so already.  The interest rate is declining, so dues are our only revenue.  Joanne has sent out emails with the lists of paid members.  Remember, you must pay your dues to be a voting member of the Senate.  While we have fewer faculty, which translates to less money, we spend more money, which translates to less money, too.
5.  Senate President’s Report – Alfred Reed, Jr.:
· Al reported that the President’s Accreditation briefings were scheduled to begin at 1:30, so we would adjourn early.  He then attempted to fill committee vacancies in the SPC and to form a retirement committee.  Debate ensued as to whether this was contractually the responsibility of the Treasurer.  Hiring is ongoing. 
6.  AFT Chapter Chair – Dr. Sandra Lee:

· No report was given.

7. Committee Reports:

A. Technology Committee, Carolyn Magee
-Carolyn reported that the standing committee is reorganizing and that there are still 1 or 2 vacancies; if you are interested in joining, please contact her.  One SPC member will sit in on the Tech Committee.  
B. Committees, Academic Senate, Dr. Todd Roberts
-No report was given

C. Curriculum Committee, Linda Larson-Singer

-Linda Larson-Singer let us know that the course outlines are in progress, a new Chemistry degree has been proposed, and new classes, detailed in her Cur-Com meeting notes, are on the way.    
D. District Academic Senate, Linda Larson-Singer

-Linda Larson-Singer discussed the DAS’s April action items were to address changes to the student grievance procedure; she requested feedback specifically on page 8 of her handout.  It is scheduled for a May vote.  
E. Facilities Planning Committee, LaVerne McField and Majid Haghoo
-No report was given
F. Program Review, Dr. Leonard Apenahier

      -Leonard announced that we have completed 100% of the first part of the Program Review process, and we are now in the Review part of the process.  Reviewers are needed.  Please see Leonard to volunteer for this.  

G. Student Learning Outcomes, Dr. Glenn Yoshida
    -Glenn referred us to his SLO Committee report for updates in the interest of time.  The Accreditation visit is scheduled for Thursday, April 23, 2009, in the PCR.  “Free your calendar.”  They may want to interview Basic Skills faculty, Non-Instructional Program Review, Outreach, Tech staff and Enrollment Management staff.   

H. Travel Committee—Kathi Cliff

     -On Kathi’s behalf, Linda said that money exists for conference registration expenses, up to $400.00.  Because these funds do not carryover into next year, we will lose what we don’t spend by the end of the semester. Therefore, we made a motion to increase the amount beyond $400.00.  Pat Lewis made a motion to increase the allotment from $400.00 per person per conference to $700.00 per person per conference for this year only (i.e. until June 30, 2009) and then revert back to the original allotment of $400.00 per person per conference.  LaVerne seconded the motion, and then, after some discussion, we decided also to vote on this item by email.    
8.  Old Business: 

· None
9.  New Business:

A. Special Motion: Professor John Hope Franklin Resolution: Professor Young
-  Professor Young read from and discussed his resolution; due to it not having been posted                             in advance, we decided to first post and then vote on it via email.
B. SPC Changes: Dr. Allison Moore
· Allison discussed the Strategic Planning Handbook’s proposed changes, stating that the changes would have no impact to faculty, but that if the proposed changes were approved, the body of the Strategic Planning Committee would change, making the cohort more inclusive.  Todd Roberts pointed out that suspending the procedure for Senate approval was not necessary since this was a non-emergency situation; Al stated that we need to codify provisions to enable us to take rapid decisive action.  We decided to post the document and then vote via email on the SPC revised make up.   
10.  Announcements

· None
11.  Public Session / Department Updates

       -    None.
12.  Adjournment 

· President Al Reed adjourned the meeting at 1:33 pm.

Minutes prepared by Darren Cifarelli 

Next Meeting Date:  Tuesday, May 12, 2009.
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