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Los Angeles Southwest College

Academic Senate

Minutes of December 9, 2008
Lecture Lab Bldg. Room 214; 12:30 – 3:00 p.m.

Members Present, Executive Committee: Alfred Reed, Jr., President; Todd Roberts, Vice President;  Linda Larson-Singer, DAS Representative, 1; Darren Cifarelli, Secretary;  Joanna Mrava, Treasurer; Igor Daza, Parliamentarian; Hassan Elfarissi, Part-Time Faculty Representative, 1; Ernest Young, Faculty Senate Rep., Part-time. 

Members Absent, Executive Committee: Dr. Reggie Morris, Past President and Chair of Chairs; Jim Hicks, DAS Representative, 2 . 

Members Present, Departmental and other Representatives:  Alfred Reed Jr., Behavioral and Social Science; LaShawn Brinson, Child Development; Gabriel Arvig, Library; Hassan Elfarissi, Natural Sciences, Health and PE; Darren Cifarelli, English; Ernest Young, Part-time Representative; Guadalupe Ramos, Math & Engineering; Pat Lewis, Arts and Humanities; James Hicks, CAOT; Tamara Howard, Political Science; Juanita Mays, Nursing; Nouha Toure, Business LaVerne McField, Learning Assistance; Igor Daza, Counseling.       

Members Absent, Departmental and other Representatives: Carolyn Magee, Business; Charles Ingram, The Arts; Catherine Azubuike, Nursing; Dr. Penny Jarecke, Full-time Representative.
Other Faculty Present:  Dr. L.E. Apenahier, Majid Haghoo, Glenn Yoshida, Mary Walker, Laverne McField, Tamura Howard, Sharon Maselli, Sabrena Turner-Odom, Sioban Dillon. 
Members Present, Administration:  None.
1.  Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm by Alfred Reed, Jr., President; of the Academic Senate. 

2.  Approval of Previous Minutes: 

We voted to accept the agenda; the minutes were approved.
3.  Administration Report, College Vice Presidents, Deans—Jose Robledo
· Mr. Robledo reported that some schedule changes were made for final exams during finals week.  Adhere to the posted schedule by default; it is not a problem to reschedule a class’s final exam date or time, but notify Academic Affairs to avoid any conflicts.  All students must agree to changed final exam times.  Classes are required to meet on finals week during the scheduled time. 
· The District Metro Partnership begins offering $15.00 passes for students on 1.1.09 in the Business Office.  Passes are good for 6 months.  Faculty and staff are not eligible but Academic Affairs is researching the possibilities.  

4.  Treasurer’s Report – Joanna Mrava:
· Once again, pay your dues.  
5.  Senate President’s Report – Alfred Reed, Jr.:
· We face $813,000 in budget cuts.  After retirements, there will be no position replacement.  Chairs and VPs are deciding which classes to cut based on low enrollment.  So far, this has been 6 classes for Winter and 45 for Spring.  Cutting a projected total of 69 classes will result in a savings of $245,000.  A second large cut is expected in 2010.  There is, however, good news: we’re hiring.  190-191 new faculty are mandated to fill full time vacancies in the district between 2009 and 2010. Committees are forming to prioritize our list.  
6.  AFT Chapter Chair – Dr. Sandra Lee:

· No report was given.

7.  Committee Reports:

· Committees, Academic Senate Vice President – Dr. Todd Roberts:

· Dr. Roberts stated that he sent out committee memberships that need to be filled and emphasized the importance that committee memberships be completed.

· Academic  Senate Instructional Technology –Carolyn Magee:

· No report was given.
· Curriculum Committee – Linda Larson-Singer

-Linda Larson-Singer explained the Archiving or Discontinuing a Skill Certificate as institutionalizing a process in which clusters of obsolete curriculum can be archived.  Archiving skill certificates may indicate a transformation: i.e. obsolete courses may be replaced by new, modern courses.  Financial aid is affected by skill certificates; some financial aid funding is contingent on having skill certificate programs available, so the Department of Education requires us to document substantive changes to skill certificate offerings.  Discussion ensued regarding the “additional info / rationale” for the large amounts of data necessary for completing the form; we proceeded under the assumption that the institutional researcher would be able to assist with the statistics necessary for #3, 4, 5, 6, and 10.
· District Academic Senate – Alfred Reed, Jr.

· See President’s Report above.
· Facilities Planning Committee – 
· No report was given.

· Program Review – Dr. L.E. Apenahier 

Dr. Leonard Apenahier requested volunteers urgently.  Program Review must be completed by June 2009 for Accreditation purposes; it is not difficult to read the program reviews. It qualifies for FLEX credit.  Subject-area expertise is not required.  Also, Program Review is linked to College Planning and budgeting, so it can help provide justification for expenses and budget items.    
· Student Learning Outcomes – Glenn Yoshida

· Dr. Yoshida reviewed our response to Recommendation #7 from the Accreditation report which addresses SLO implementation.  He read through the response and solicited feedback.  It was agreed that the response was thorough.
· Strategic Planning Committee –  Ron Hayes

· No report was given.

·  Budget Committee – Dr. Todd Roberts/Pat Lewis (reported by Al Reed)
· Cleaning our facilities remains a challenge.  President Al Reed has recommended that rehab programs be consulted; Facilities has 4 maintenance personnel on leave.  We are urged to email Dr. Daniels regarding the condition of classrooms to help reroute the responsibilities of the night crew.  The budget is very tight.  We are investigating the viability of class size increases and curriculum on the basis of profitability.
· Educational Planning Committee – 

· No report was given.

· College Council Committee – Alfred Reed, Jr.

· No report was given.

· District Budget Rep. – Dr. Paul Doose

· No report was given.
· Staff Development Committee – Pauline Itow

· No report was given.

· Honor Program Rep. – Pat Lewis

· No report was given.

· ASO Rep. – Reggie McCoy

· No report was given.

· Travel Committee – 
· No report was given.

8.  Old Business: 

· None
9.  New Business:

· Noticed Motions:
· A. The SLO Completion Timeline (grid) was accepted, seconded, and passed.  

· B & C. The new Math course outlines for Math 113 and 114 were passed (Math 113: 9 for; 3 opposed.  Math 114: 10 for; 3 opposed); Math 112 as a prerequisite for Math 113 or 115 also passed unanimously. 

· D. The Program Review Completion Timeline was passed unanimously.
· E. The Archiving a Skill Certificate was passed unanimously but with the understanding that the Institutional Researcher would provide the statistics needed to complete the form.
10.  Announcements

· None
11.  Public Session

· The English Department—Sharon Maselli, Sabrena Turner-Odom, Sioban Dillon, and Darren Cifarell—argued for the importance of hiring new faculty for the English Department based on the department’s current engagement with campus literacy, starting new English Labs, enhancing online course offerings, developing new publishing opportunities for student writing, and hosting multiple special events, while still being understaffed and serving a large percentage of the campus.   
12.  Adjournment 

· President Al Reed adjourned the meeting at 3:09 pm.

Minutes prepared by Darren Cifarelli 

Next Meeting Date:  Tuesday, February 10, 2009 at 12:30 pm

History:  
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