Los Angeles Southwest College

ACADEMIC SENATE

Minutes of Tuesday, March 9, 2004

Executive Committee:

Phyllis Norwood, Pres./DAS Rep.
present    
Ron Lopez, Vice Pres./DAS Rep.    
absent

Linda Larson Singer, Secretary
present
Joan Ann Mrava, Treasurer  
present

Nouha Toure, Parliamentarian 
present
Kathi Cliff, DAS Representative
present 

Dr. Paul Doose, DAS Representative
present

Representatives by Department:

Pat Lewis, Arts
present
Al Reed, Beh. & Soc. Sci.
 present

Carolyn Magee, Business
present
LaShawn Brinson; Ch. Dev., FCS
 present

Reggie Morris, Counseling
present
LaVerne McField; Dev. Comm & Lrn. Sks. 
 present

Sioban Dillon; Eng., et al.
present  
Dr. Penny Jarecke, ISA & CI
 present 

Gabrielle Arvig, Library
present
Ed Hector; Math, Engin. & Co. Sci.
 present 

Sharon Collins-Warren; Nat. Sci's, et al.
present
Sandra Hinkle, Nursing
 absent 

Dr. Paul Doose, Rep. at Large, Full-T.
present 
Dr. Penny Jarecke, Rep. at Large, F-T.
 present 

Dr. Eromo Kelbisow; Rep., Part-T.
present
Robert Ebow, Rep., Part-Time
 present


Guest:  Leige Henderson, Vice President, Academic Affairs

1. Call to Order – Phyllis Norwood, President


The meeting was called to order at 12:53 by President Phyllis Norwood.  Paul Doose moved and Charles Ingram seconded to accept the Revised Agenda.  The motion passed.

2.  Minutes of December 9, 2003


Penny Jarecke moved and Paul Doose seconded that the minutes from December 9, 2003 be approved as submitted.  The motion passed.
3.  Treasurer’s Report -- Joan Ann Mrava



Treasurer, Joan Ann Mrava, reported that as of December 9, 2003 there was $3,093.78 in the checking account, $1,142.52 in the savings account and $3,155.99 in the Franklin Templeton Money Market for a grand total of $7,392.29.  Dues are still being accepted.

4.  President’s Report -- Phyllis Norwood


A.  Phyllis stated that she had made appointments of faculty to the Accreditation and Curriculum Committees.  At the end of the meeting it was agreed that Glenn Yoshida and Allison Moore would act as Faculty Accreditation Co-chairs and that Glenn Yoshida and Linda Larson would act as Curriculum Committee Co-chairs.


B.  Phyllis stated that the PACE Program Viability report is due.  Chair of the Committee, Paul Doose, stated that the committee had not yet received financial information from Bruce Baron that it had been requesting for months.  The committee will move forward and soon have preliminary recommendations.  


C.  The DAS meeting will be held Thursday, March 11 on the Southwest campus.  All faculty are invited and encouraged to attend and see how the Senates as a whole operate.  Faculty needs to go to get a greater sense of who we are as faculty.


D.  Phyllis stated that as of March 15, 2004 she would be resigning her position as Academic Senate President after being the longest serving President in the history of the college.  She stated that it had been her pleasure to serve.  Phyllis read a letter to faculty.  Linda Larson thanked Phyllis on behalf of all faculty for her dedicated and ethical advocacy and above all for her dedication to the well-being of the students of the college.  She was applauded by faculty and congratulated for assuming the new position of Dean of GAIN/CalWORKs and EOP&S. —She stated that election rules could be suspended 
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and Vice President Ron Lopez could serve out the rest of her 03-04 term.  There was discussion as to how to proceed.


E.  Charles Ingram will be chairing the retirement luncheon.  The Senate will contribute for gifts of recognition; Faculty Staff Development funds should also be used.  


F.  There are funds from the District Senate that were distributed to this college for supplies and to hire a student worker.  Those funds need to be located; they are $2,500.


G.  There had been previous communication between the Senate and the Administration regarding support for the Computer Science discipline.  We need a gateway for our students into that field.

5.  Standing Committee Reports:


A.  Academic Senate Information Technology Committee—Joe Perret:  Joe stated that a meeting has been scheduled including the ASIT Committee, Bruce Baron and the architect(s) of the new buildings.  They will review the specifications of the new buildings and the committee will give input regarding the technological needs.  Input will hopefully also be used to revamp the old buildings.—There is an issue regarding online instructors and the use/replacement of SharePoint for delivery of those classes.--Carolyn Magee, of the Technology Committee, stated that the Senate and Campus Technology Committees are making progress in merging the two technology policies.  Title 5 is piloting a wireless program to test the technology.  Both Carolyn and Joe reported that there had been a domain change in the campus email from “…cc.ca.us” to “…edu.”  Faculty were asked to report any problems but should be able to receive messages from both domains as they are running concurrently.  Perhaps Bruce Baron will send out an email regarding the change; it should also be distributed hardcopy.—An announcement of the California Working Connections IT Development Institute was distributed.


B.  Curriculum Committee—Glenn Yoshida:  Glenn distributed a written report.  He stated that at the campus Curriculum Committee outline updates were approved for Political Science 7 and Physics 6, including validation of Math 240 as a prerequisite.  Electronics 43 had been approved as an addition of an existing District course and would be reflected in an Electronics Program Change, substituting Electronics 41 or 43 for 3.—All prerequisites must be validated each six years; the majority of the previous validations had been in 98-99.  All new validations should be completed by 2005 and, once validated, the “switch” would be turned on for prerequisite blocking.—At the District Curriculum Committee, there had been a proposed change in the procedure for approving new courses:  instead of a 20-day comment period prior to the course being submitted to the DCC, the period would be follow submission to the DCC.  This change will be reflected in Board Rule E65.  New language is proposed for acceptance of “Credit for Courses Taken at Institutions of Higher Learning Outside of the United States.”  This change will be reflected in Board Rule E101.—On Thursday, March 11 a change in graduation requirements will be voted on.  If passed, it is the first step in allowing campuses to establish alternatives to Plans A and B.  Such a change was prompted by Pierce’s wanting to establish a “Transfer Degree.”  There was discussion; many faculty members favored including PE and Health as a graduation requirement in any new plan but generally agreed that since each Senate would establish its own requirements, the change should be approved.—Being considered by the State Academic Senate and throughout California, there is a move to change the graduation requirements to English 101 (from English 28) and Math 125 (from Math 115).—A general definition of “Advanced Courses” needs to be approved in order to establish and update a list.  City’s policy defines those courses as at third level; there was some discussion of that terminology.  


C.  District Academic Senate – Phyllis Norwood:  (See President’s Report, 4C)


D.  Facilities Planning Committee – Paul Doose for Jim Hicks:  Paul stated that the plans are moving forward for construction of the Student Services Building that will later be converted to 
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classrooms.  At present, larger areas are planned that will be converted to smaller classroom space with 
the addition of partitions.  While the committee had been asked regarding tile considerations, they had not been asked regarding partitions.  Faculty are very concerned about the noise issue.  Paul stated that 

even though plans need to be changed, it appears that the existing plan for partitions will be going forward with white boards being installed on those partitions.  There has yet to be some consideration of the number of larger classrooms needed, which would affect the division of classroom space.  Paul stated that from $12 to $23 million was being spent on a building that would offer eventual use of about half its space.  His personal opinion is that it is a poor design.  Paul stated that he had resigned from the committee; Kathi Cliff had agreed to serve in his place.   


E.  Program Review – Leonard Apenahier:  Leonard stated that he will be meeting with chairs.  He hopes that all the documents of the first cycle will be completed.  Phyllis stated that updated course outlines are an integral part of Program Review.  Leonard stated that the documents will be online and that hopefully they will be simplified.


F.  Strategic Planning and Budget Committee – Paul Doose:  Paul stated that $302,000 had been recommended to the President to be distributed in block grants and allocated using the Budget Handbook procedures.  The plans of Student Services, Academic Affairs and Administrative Services had been merged with the requests of the departments.  The requests had been ranked and the recommendations for the allocations passed to the President.  There is a short window during which to spend the money; the deadline is March 31, 2004.  The requests for funding had actually been made two years ago and some money had been received in the interim.  There was a question regarding maintenance contract money and requesting a one-time expenditure versus ongoing rolled-over requests.  There is hesitance on the part of the committee to fund ongoing projects due to the budget crisis.  Discussion with the Administration is continuing.  $342,000 had been left from block grant money last year; that money had been used to cover supply expenses for each department.—Paul stated that some disciplines/departments had not been successful in being funded this year because requests had been lumped together.  If the committee was in favor of funding one part of a request but not another, it had been difficult to fund any of it.  Paul stated that a procedure to keep requests separate needs to be improved.  Two documents regarding the funding were distributed.


G.  Travel Committee – Kathi Cliff:  Kathi reported that there is still money available to be used for travel.  It cannot be used for any other purpose and comes from faculty salaries, based on the number of full-time employees.

6.  Old Business – None

7.  New Business:


A.  Response to Dr. Levy’s memo of December 18, 2003.  (Copies were distributed)  The Executive Board will reply; input from any faculty member will be considered.


B.  Noticed Motion:  “PFE (Partnership for Excellence) funds should not be used to 

replace retiring or resigning faculty.  They should be used for the purpose prescribed in the PFE guidelines.”  After brief discussion, the motion passed.


C.  Noticed Motion:  “Instructional support staff whose titles are ‘Instructional 

Assistants,’ followed by the department for which they are hired, should remain with the instructional department or discipline for which they were hired.  They should not be transferred to Information Technology.”  (Resolution to follow)  After brief discussion, the motion passed.

D.  Noticed Motion:  “A period of amnesty will be extended to applicants for Academic Rank.”

After brief discussion, the motion passed.


E.  Library Issues:  Not addressed
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8.  Announcements:  None

9.  Public Session:  None

10.  Adjournment:


The meeting was adjourned at 2:40 by President, Phyllis Norwood.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Larson-Singer

Secretary

Representatives Present:  19

Other Faculty:  7

Guest:  1

Total Present:  27

Refreshments:  March—Robert Ebow and Eromo Kelbisow

                         April—Sioban Dillon and Sharon Maselli

History:

Distributed, hard copy, 3/4/04

Distributed, email, 3/4/04

Approved with corrections (7C, line 151, changed “Instructional” to “Information”), Academic Senate meeting, April 13, 

    2004
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