Los Angeles Southwest College; ACADEMIC SENATE; Minutes of October 30, 2003 – page 2 


Los Angeles Southwest College

ACADEMIC SENATE -- EMERGENCY MEETING

Minutes of Thursday, October 30, 2003

Executive Committee:

Phyllis Norwood, Pres./DAS Rep.
present    
Ron Lopez, Vice Pres./DAS Rep.    
absent

Linda Larson Singer, Sec’y/DAS Rep.
present
Joan Ann Mrava, Treasurer  
present

Nouha Toure, Parliamentarian 
absent
Kathi Cliff, DAS Representative
present 

Dr. Paul Doose, DAS Representative
absent

Representatives by Department:

Pat Lewis, Arts
present
Al Reed, Beh. & Soc. Sci.
 absent

Carolyn Magee, Business
absent
LaShawn Brinson; Ch. Dev., FCS
 present

Reggie Morris, Counseling
present
LaVerne McField, D.C. & Lrn. Skills 
 present

Sioban Dillon; Eng., et al.
present  
Dr. Penny Jarecke, ISA & CI
 present 

Gabrielle Arvig, Library
present
Ed Hector;Math, Engin. & Co. Sci.
 absent 

Sharon Collins-Warren; Nat. Sci's, et al.
absent
Sandra Hinkel, Nursing & All'd Hlth.
 absent 

Dr. Paul Doose, Rep. at Large, Full-T.
absent 
Dr. Penny Jarecke, Rep. at Large, F-T.
 present 

Dr. Eromo Kelbisow; Rep., Part-T.
absent
Robert Ebow, Rep., Part-Time
 present


Guest:  Leige Henderson, Vice President of Academic Affairs, stated that she was attending the meeting as a resource.  It was stated that, according to past practice, the Administration had been introduced, had shared information and then left.  She stated that she would stay for a while, share information, and then leave. 
1. Call to Order – Linda Larson Singer, Secretary


The meeting was called to order at 12:50 by Secretary Linda Larson, as President Phyllis Norwood had removed herself from the faculty issue and in the absence/illness of Ron Lopez, Vice President.

2.  Review, Resolution to Rescind the Positions of 3 New Deans


Linda stated that the resolution had been circulated last week and signatures obtained.  As there was confusion and a need for explanation, the emergency meeting had been called.  Legal issues had been raised in an email message by District Counsel, Camille Goulet.  She stated that a vote may not be gathered by signature and the meeting posted, not only on email, but in a public place.  Faculty responded that faculty has the right to gather but understands that a resolution from the Senate must follow Brown Act guidelines.     


A general statement of faculty views were summarized to Leige Henderson.  Faculty feels that funds may be co-opted illegally, that money would not be saved and that positions would later revert to Program 100.  It was also felt that three positions are excessive in the face of such instructional/academic cuts.  Linda stated that Jose Robledo had promised on October 8 to prepare a financial plan indicating distribution of personnel and salaries by October 15.  It had not been completed as of October 30.  Leige agreed to ask Mr. Robledo for the plan. 

 
Reggie Morris, Chair of Chairs, gave some information regarding the Trio Deanship and position.  He stated that, along with Jose Robledo, he had called a Title 5 National Coordinator who stated that the statement of duties is the most crucial to the federal government, rather than the title of the person who carries out the duties.  The government had been led to believe that what was called a director on the East coast can be called a Dean on the West Coast.  In order to avoid confusion with Washington, D.C., Reggie suggested that the person in charge of the program be called a director throughout and that they should remain as part of faculty ranks.  An audit is possible; subsequent loss of funds in one or more areas is possible.  Penny Jarecke stated that Trio funds could not be used to pay for an administrative position and that a full-time faculty position is still required for supervision of the Transfer funds. Direction of Upward Bound and Talent Search could be combined and direction shared.  Present ISA’s would possibly be bumped back into Program 100.  


It was stated that the announcements of the positions do not make it clear that the positions are limited.  Kathi Cliff stated that some of the duties appear to be college-wide administrative duties, as specifically not allowed by Title V and Trio guidelines.  Leige Henderson stated that the Title V Dean would have duties limited only to the scope of Title V and would not carry out college-wide administrative responsibilities.  


Phyllis Norwood stated that President Bush had limited funding in the past and that there was no guarantee that further cuts would not dictate a melding of programs, leading to another situation similar to block grants.  


Penny Jarecke stated that she had been directed by the administration to not call Washington, D.C. regarding Trio information unless she did so in the presence of Jose Robledo.  Should she call on her own, she would be considered insubordinate by the college, however, she also has the federal mandate to speak out against any improprieties.    


Pat Lewis stated that she was angry and had never worked so hard while faculty had not been consulted in any way regarding the positions.  If the three positions go forward, cuts will again come back to cut into faculty.  


There was further discussion regarding deception of funding sources.  The government can pull the funds if 

irregularities are discovered.  Faculty feels that the administration wants to move the positions under the control of deans so that they have control of the funding.  


A vote was taken on moving forward with the resolution.  All members present were in favor of rescinding the three deans’ positions.


Neal Mantena pointed out that the Resolution would most likely be considered invalid if the Brown Act was not followed.  Another Emergency Senate Meeting was called for Monday, November 3 at 11:00 in Cox 418.  A vote would be taken then and the resolution passed on to Dr. Levy.  

3.  Announcements

It was stated that it would be important to attend the AFT meeting also.

4.  Public Session -- None

5.  Adjournment


The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 by Linda Larson, Secretary.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Larson Singer

Secretary

Present:   

Representatives, 12 

Other, 12

Guests, 1             

Refreshments:  Penny Jarecke and Linda Larson
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