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Los Angeles Southwest College

Academic Senate

Minutes of September 11, 2007
Student Service Building, Room 314

Members Present, Executive Committee:  Hassan Elfarissi, Linda Larson-Singer, Joanna Mrava, Alfred Reed Jr., 
Dr. Todd Roberts

Members Absent, Executive Committee:  Kathi Cliff, Igor Daza  
Members Present, Department Representatives:  Gabrielle Arvig, LaShawn Brinson, Charles Ingram, Phillip Jones, Carolyn Magee, Neil Mantena, Ernest Young

Members Absent, Department Representatives:  Kaaran Abdullah, Norma Carter
Other Faculty Present:  Jim Hicks, Pat Lewis, Shelley Werts 

Members Present, Administration:  Leige Henderson, Jose Robledo
The meeting was called to order at 1:05 p.m. by Alfred Reed Jr.  The minutes of May 8, 2007 were approved by consensus, with corrections to be made.

College Administration Report  -- Vice Presidents, Leige Henderson and Jose Robledo

Leige Henderson:

· Responsibilities of heading departments are now shared with Jose Robledo

· Mr. Robledo is in charge of some areas of instruction including Behavioral Sciences, and some areas of Student Services.  Dr. Robertson will report to Mr. Robledo.

· Ms. Henderson is in charge of Matriculation and Health Services.  She is also temporarily in charge of Child Development and Nursing.  Dean Walden will report as before.

· Classroom policies will be posted in every classroom.


--No cell phones



--Please arrive to class on time

· New Pilot Program – Orients new students to college life and introduces the available services.  Held 4-day workshop.  Topics of discussion:  Financial Aid, How to Study, Campus Tours, Mentorship and Class Sections.

· Dr. Benson is in charge of publishing class schedule.  There were some problems with the last publication.  Enrollment Management Team submitted recommendations to clear up any confusion about admissions and enrollment.  If there are any other concerns and recommendations, please submit them to Dr. Benson before the publisher’s target date, October 1, 2007.  There will be one publication for the Winter/Spring class schedule.

Jose Robledo:

· Student enrollment is up 2%, a 5% increase from the past year.
· Assistance is needed with winter academic activities.

· Census and exclusion reports must be presented on time.

Treasurer’s Report – Joanna Mrava:

· Dues are being collected.  Annual dues are $40.00 for full-time faculty and $25 for part-time faculty members.  

· Flowers were purchased for ill faculty members.  Please notify Ms. Mrava of any faculty illnesses.

· Money was spent for a social event.

· The current balance is $4,415.25 in checking; $1,155.93 in savings; $1,047.68 in the CD account.

Senate President’s Report – Alfred Reed Jr.:

· Everyone needs to be responsible to do something for the college.  Faculty members are requested to take on additional responsibilities and tasks.  There are currently vacancies on the 40th Anniversary Program Committee.  Each department is working on various events.  Volunteers may contact Dr. Roberts to join a committee.

· Glenn Yoshida has been approved by the Academic Senate to work on recommendations for the Accreditation Progress Report.  The progress report must be submitted and your help is needed to complete this in a timely manner.

· Issues must be documented and updated on the matrix for the records.  In regards to the 2006 Accreditation Follow-up Matrix, Item 5, page 8, the signed Participatory Governance Agreement, the previous college president did not consult the Academic Senate or the academic departments when drafting the agreement.  Dr. Daniels will be consulted for any updates.  Unable to grant a motion to table a draft at this time until further discussion.

· District Academic Senate Summit is scheduled for Friday, September 27, 2007 from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in Marina del Rey.  Topics of discussion:  SLO’s and Program Review.

· Educational Policies and Advisory Committee (EPAC) meeting held on Monday, September 10, 2007 at LACC.  Working on new equivalencies for adjunct hiring minimum qualifications procedures.  

· AFT – Dr. Sandra Lee (absent) -- A meeting is scheduled on Wednesday, September 26, 2007 at 1:00 p.m.  Location is to be announced.  Lunch will be served.  Topics of discussion:  health benefits reenrollment and payroll checks and stubs.

· Locksmith is off on leave; we are unable to secure keys at this time.

· There is a need to replace three vacancies on the Faculty Hiring Committee.  The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 3, 2007 at 1:00 in the Academic Senate Office, Cox 418E.

· The following departments need to hire:


--Nursing, 2 full-time instructors


--Behavioral and Social Sciences, 1 Sociology instructor


--English, 1 English instructor


--Math, 1 instructor


--Learning Resources Center, 1 Learning Resources Center Director

English Department – Jay Adler:

· Shared the history of the English and of Developmental Communications Departments, which leads up to the plan that addresses the problems of low retention, persistence, and success rates of students who enter the college without sufficient academic preparation.  Funding is needed.
· Dr. Maselli stated the Developmental Communications has a writing lab that is used only by their department, but should be accessible to all.

· The English Department has been misrepresented by not being given a voice to assist in writing the improvement plan.  There has been a lack of communication with administration.  A new revised and comprehensive plan addressing all issues and writing across the curriculum in all disciplines should be developed and agreed upon by all.  Linda Larson-Singer stated the department had had the chance to give input and for various months a report on the new Basic Skills Plan had been on the Curriculum Committee agenda and then tabled, as no plan was brought forth.  
· It was suggested that a Basic Skills Committee be formed and someone elected to be the chairperson and begin organizing this committee.

· Dr. Roberts suggested that he and several English Department faculty, and anyone else interested, schedule a meeting with Dr. Daniels to discuss low retention and basic skills instruction.  It was the consensus to proceed and report back at the next meeting.

Committee Reports:

· Academic Senate Instructional Technology – Joe Perret and Carolyn Magee:  None

· Committees, Academic Senate – Dr. Todd Roberts:  None

· Curriculum Committee – Linda Larson-Singer:  Report given and distributed

· District Academic Senate – Alfred Reed Jr.:


Report given, see Senate President’s Report

· Facilities Planning Committee – Rose Calderon (absent):  None

· Program Review – Glenn Yoshida/Leonard Apenahier (absent):


Report given by Alfred Reed Jr., see Senate President’s Report
· Student Learning Outcomes – Glenn Yoshida (absent):  None

· Strategic Planning and Budget Committee – Rose Calderon and Dr. Todd Roberts:  None

· Travel Committee – Kathi Cliff (absent):  None

Old Business:  None

New Business:  None

Announcements:

· Pat Lewis announced that the Art Gallery will host “African by Legacy, Mexican by Birth.”  Postcards will be mailed.

· Retirements – Charles Ingram, Music Teacher, 30 years and Linda Daniels-Cross, Admissions Office Supervisor, 38 years

· Pat Lewis announced that she is planning a retirement gala for Friday, December 7, 2007 in the Palm Court.

Public Session:  None

Adjournment:


The meeting was adjourned at 3:01 p.m. by President Alfred Reed Jr.

Minutes prepared by Deborah McNair

Next Meeting Date:  Tuesday, October 9, 2007 at 1:00 p.m., Student Services Building, Room 310 (Lunch will begin at 12:30 p.m. to allow meeting to begin at 1:00 p.m.)

History:
Approved as corrected, Senate Meeting, Tuesday, October 9, s007

Corrections to minutes of May 8, 2007: Joanna Mrava and Charles Ingram were present; Treasurer’s Report Savings account is $1,155.93; CD account is $1,047.68.
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