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	The student will…

(learning outcome—identify at least 2 SLOs)
	As measured by the following method….

(assessment strategy)
	And, if applicable, scored by the following learning rubric.

(provide attachment)
	Results are examined to determine if the outcome is achieved.  Include planned or actual assessment date.
(include results & evaluation if already assessed)
	Recommendations to improve teaching and learning.

(include planned modifications if assessment results have already been analyzed)

	1. Critically interpret current news items related to the African continent and discuss events in terms of their social, political, and economic contexts.





2. Apply an anthropological perspective to the analysis of contemporary issues related to Africa and the African diaspora.

	1. Written discussions of current events and news items in the form of a journal/scrapbook.

Expected outcome: At least 70% of students will score 70% or better according to the attached rubric.


2a. Embedded assessment: Exam questions that ask students to use anthropological questions and approaches to discuss current issues such as violence/war, HIV/AIDS, development activities, etc.

2b. Participant observation and ethnographic analysis of a local community setting related to the African diaspora. 

Expected outcome: At least 70% of students will score 70% or better according to the attached rubric.
	See attached rubric

	1. To be assessed in Spring 2011
2a. This outcome was assessed in Fall 2010 through an essay question on the final exam. Students were asked to describe and discuss either the challenges faced by health workers in rural Africa or the role of child soldiers as both victims and victimizers in war (students were given the option of answering one question or the other). Only 50% of students scored at least a 70% on the essay question according to the attached rubric. 
	2a. Several factors may affect this outcome. First, the questions were each based on an assigned book-length memoir. However, class discussions revealed that very few of the students had actually read the texts, and the discussions were therefore quite limited and unable to address major issues. In addition, when answering the exam questions, many students only partially addressed the questions, discussed irrelevant issues, or answered by summarizing rather than analyzing information.

To improve this outcome, greater attention should be paid to ensuring that students not only complete the assigned reading and other work but develop active and critical reading skills. Reading comprehension quizzes and pre-circulated discussion questions could be used to guide students’ reading and encourage them to focus not only on factual information but on the development of critical thinking skills.  
More frequent, shorter, and lower-stakes assignments that require students to apply anthropological perspectives to contemporary issues may also be helpful by allowing students to practice this analysis throughout the course.    

Finally, additional experience, practice, and feedback on written assignments may help students learn to express their arguments more cogently. 
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Rubric: Anthropology 133

SLO assessment of exam essay questions
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Needs Acceptable Excellent
Improvement  Content is vague; may  Content is ot | comen highly
Content s incomplete,  contain some complete and includes  accurate, complete, and
inaceurate, or irelevant  inaccuracies, but few errors detailed; draws from
includes mostly valid and compares specific
information ‘examples from multple
cultural groups
critical Needs Acceptable Good Excellent
Improvement  Offers a smplistic Analyzes the issue from  Offers a sophisticated
Analysic is either analysis; minimal multiple points of view  analysis of the issue,
‘missing o logical understanding of examining central
central debates debates and multiple
points of view
Anthropological Needs Acceptable Good Excellent
approach Improvement  Demonstrates 2 Reflects on some Thoroughly describes
Shows no minimal understanding  benefits of an the benefits of an
understanding of of anthropological anthropological anthropological
anthropologicel methods and 2pproach to the ssue  approach to the issue;
questions, methods,  Perspectives in retion includes a clear
and perspectives to the issue understanding and
discussion of
anthropological

questions, methods,
and perspectives

Mechanical Needs Acceptable Good Excellent

Conventions Improvement  Contains a pattem of  Contains very few Contains virtually no
Contains numerous and  spelling, grammatical,  speling, grammatical,  spelling, grammatical,
severs spelling, or mechanical errors or mechanical errors or mechanical errors

grammatical, or
mechanical errors
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