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LOS ANGELES SOUTHWEST COLLEGE
Office of International Student Services

	REINSTATEMENT OF STATUS APPLICATION


	An F-1 student who has violated his F-1 status may submit a Reinstatement of Status application to the United States Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS).

	USCIS may choose reinstate the student to lawful F-1 status if: 

	1. The violation of status resulted from circumstances beyond the student’s control or failure to receive reinstatement to F-1 status would result in extreme hardship to the student;
2. The student is currently pursuing, or intending to pursue, a full course of study at the school which issued the I-20  form;
3. The student has not engaged in unauthorized employment;
4. The termination of status occurred less than five months ago;
5. The student is not deportable on any grounds other than overstaying or failing to maintain status.

	Instructions

	STEP 1: You Need To Bring The Following Documents To The International Student Program
1)      Write a detailed letter explaining the circumstances that led to the status violation. The letter must address the above points. Submit any documentation or evidence that may support your letter. The letter should be no more than one page in length. 

2)      Provide documentation regarding your funding by submitting a bank statement that shows sufficient funding to cover the cost of your education. If you are using a family member’s bank statement in support of your application, include a letter from the family member confirming their financial sponsorship. You may submit an updated copy of your graduate assistantship appointment letter, if applicable. 

3)     Complete the I-539 form for Reinstatement. 

Part 2. c. should be marked “Other”- Reinstatement.

Part 3. 1. should be marked “D/S” indicating “duration of status.”

    

4)    Provide check or money order for $300 payable to Department of Homeland Security.

5)    Submit 1 copy of your current I-20 and all previous I-20s.

6)    Submit your original I-94 card.

7)    Submit transcripts from all schools attended since initial entry into the US.

STEP 2: The International Student Program Will Issue The Following:
8)    LASC ISS will issue a new I-20 and prepare a DSO support letter for the purpose of the reinstatement application.

STEP 3: You Will Have to Send Your Documents By Certified Mail Directly To:
USCIS California Service Center, 

P.O. Box 10539 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607-1053



	You must make an appointment with a DSO in LASC ISS to finalize your application. The USCIS may take six months or more to process your reinstatement application. You may legally remain in the US, but cannot work on campus nor travel internationally while the USCIS is processing your application.
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