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Opening Day Math Department Meeting 
Minutes 

Thursday August 24, 2023 
2:30-3:30pm  

TEC 185 
Present: 

L. Saakian M. Martirossian E. Sarkisian
G. Tadele D. Dammena Z. Dammena

Absent: 
D. Elias G. Ramos I. Gromova

Guests: 
T. Alfred (Dean)

Start Time: 2:40pm
I. Participation in College Committees.

Administration is requesting a list of faculty members and what campus
committee do they participate in; they want faculty representation in all
committees.  Dr. Saakian passed out a sheet of paper so each professor could
write down this information.  Professors requested that Dr. Syed, president of
Academic Senate, give the department a list of which committees are open
for faculty representation. Professors had concern that some of these
committees have their monthly meetings outside of college hour
(Tuesday/Thursdays 11:00am- 12:45pm) and that some of them are teaching
during these hours.
Dr. Saakian said they will revisit who will be in the SLO committee in
September's department meeting.

II. Enrollment Trends
Dr. Saakian passed out a copy of an article from the Los Angeles Times called
"Big Community College Remake in the Works" by Debbie Truong.

III. Dr. Alfred updates
Dean Perez is no longer with us; Dr. Alfred is taking over some of her areas.
The TEC building is being shared with the Allied Health and phlebotomy labs.
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Because of AB705/1705 we will not offer low math course levels.  There are 
some funds available for support resources.  If professors have any innovating 
ideas, software or textbook requests they may have to support their teaching 
they can submit a request.  
The Math Lab is open but not many students are coming in.  Dr. Alfred 
suggested professors give extra credit or some other incentive to have 
students come in. The adjuncts in the math lab are in danger of having their 
hours further reduced in the lab.  
There is PPIS funding available for instructional equipment only; if you need 
anything submit a request.  
For those professors returning to teach on campus, if you need your office 
cleaned or your computer updated, submit a request to Safir for maintenance 
or IT to come and support.  Mr. Martirossian and Dr. Hector are the only ones 
teaching in person in the Fall semester. Winter will mostly be online as well.  
For the spring semester, the chancellor is pushing for more classes in person.  
Suggestion could be to start having one class in person per full time 
instructor. Dr. Alfred reminded everyone that we schedule classes around 
student needs and not at professors' convenience.  
The math department has lost many adjunct instructors; there are only one or 
two left.  Dr. Alfred suggested the faculty to generate ideas on how we can 
get more students back on campus or online. Dr. Alfred points out that the 
Math Department has leverage on the fact that every degree needs math to 
complete.  
SI's are coming back to the classrooms.  Dr. Alfred reminded faculty that SI's 
will be in the classrooms or online to hear lecture and bring back information 
to the lab to support the students.  
All fall semester math courses are staying open; none are being cancelled   

IV. Questions/comments/concerns? 
Printing: Dr. Alfred suggested the professors to submit a request to Eric 
Watson for an ID card which they can use to print.  
Dr. Saakian asked Dr. Alfred if she can talk to counseling department about 
having students take math 230 before math 227 as a way to prepare them for 
statistics.  Dr. Alfred agreed although it is her understanding that counselors 
refer math courses depending on student's major. 

V. Syllabus updates 
Dr. Saakian explained that some courses need their syllabi updated. 
Dr. Saakian said that between him and Ms. Gromova they have updated Math 
230 and 215.  
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Z. Dammena will be updating Math 236 
G. Tadele will be updating Math 227 but who ever is teaching Math 227/227s 
and 236 please update course syllabus. 
Dr. Saakian will be updating Math 240, 245, 260, and 265. 
Mr. Martirossian will be updating Math 266, 267, 270, and 275. 
Course outlines are to remain the same but updates could be things like 
edition of textbooks, SLOs, etc.  
Dr. Saakian explained professors can find syllabi in eLumen or contact Naja El 
Khoury for issues with course outlines.  

 
End Time: 3:30pm  

 
 

Next Math Department Meeting: Friday, September 15, 2023.  
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AGENDA 

Thursday August 24, 2023  

2:30-3:30pm  

TEC 185 

 

I. Participation in College Committees. 

II. Enrollment Trends 

III. Questions/comments/concerns? 
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